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Many Americans assume domestic vi-

olence doesn’t occur in their neighbor-
hood, it doesn’t occur among their 
friends, but unfortunately that is not 
the case. Domestic violence does not 
discriminate by race, gender, age 
group, education or social status. We 
can’t stereotype, the way we often do, 
about domestic violence. In fact, it is 
not just a problem for women; it is also 
a problem for children and men who 
are often victims. 

In large communities, in small com-
munities across the country and 
across, unfortunately, my State of 
Kansas, too many Americans, too 
many Kansans find themselves placed 
in danger by the very people who are 
supposed to love and care for and pro-
tect them. Each year, more than 2 mil-
lion women are victims of domestic vi-
olence across the country. In Kansas 
alone, it is estimated that 1 in 10 adult 
women will suffer from domestic abuse 
this year. These are damning statistics 
that make clear, whether we realize it, 
someone we know is enduring physical 
and psychological abuse today, tomor-
row, this week. We have a responsi-
bility to help the hopeless—those who 
are often too afraid to speak out for 
themselves. I rise tonight to try to give 
voice to those who are victims and to 
acknowledge professionals and volun-
teers who provide care and the services 
those victims need. 

On a single day last year, shelters 
and organizations in Kansas served 
more than 720 victims, and similar or-
ganizations around the country served 
more than 66,000 victims each day. 

I visited one of those organizations 
last year, the Kansas SAFEHOME. It is 
a tremendous organization that serves 
the greater Kansas City area. 
SAFEHOME provides more than just a 
shelter for those needing a place to live 
or to escape from abuse. They provide 
no-cost advocacy, counseling, an 
inhouse attorney, and assistance in 
finding employment. The agency also 
provides education in the community 
to prevent abuse. 

Each year SAFEHOME helps thou-
sands of women and children reestab-
lish their lives without violence. The 
employees and volunteers there are 
making huge differences in the lives of 
many. I have often said on the Senate 
floor that what happens in Washington, 
DC, matters, but I know we change the 
world one person, one soul at a time, 
and in this setting and in settings simi-
lar to it across Kansas and around the 
country, lives are being changed and 
improved. 

Despite the important and the honor-
able and noble work that organizations 
such as SAFEHOME are performing, 
they are often faced with uncertainty 
regarding the Federal support they will 
receive. The good news is that last year 
Congress was able to move past politics 
and pass legislation to reauthorize the 
Violence Against Women Act. 

I sponsored and voted for that legis-
lation and in my view it provides cru-
cial, critical resources for victims of 

domestic violence and empowers our 
justice system to act on their behalf. 
Just as crucial, it works to prevent 
abuse from occurring in the first place. 

This legislation is having a real im-
pact on the lives of Kansans because 
survivors now have access, for example, 
to legal services, through the Legal As-
sistance to Victims grant project, es-
tablished in 2012 by the Kansas Coali-
tion Against Sexual and Domestic Vio-
lence. 

One survivor expressed how grateful 
she was for the program because, as she 
said, ‘‘I didn’t know what I would have 
done without it.’’ Without the assist-
ance of this program, she may have had 
to go to court without legal represen-
tation, knowing that her perpetrator 
already had an attorney representing 
him. With that legal representation, 
her perpetrator was held accountable 
for his actions. 

Throughout our country, more than 
one in three women still suffer from 
abuse during their lifetime, and domes-
tic violence brings fear and hopeless-
ness and depression into the lives of 
every victim. We should work not only 
to end this violent crime, but we must 
also care for those who are victims. By 
volunteering at a local shelter, speak-
ing out when we become aware of do-
mestic violence or making a donation 
to an organization that helps in those 
circumstances, every citizen—as I said, 
we could change the world one person 
at a time, and every citizen can find a 
way to get involved and make a dif-
ference. 

Now and throughout the year—not 
just now, not just next month, October 
is Domestic Violence Month—let us be 
mindful of the victims of domestic vio-
lence and each of us do our part to 
break the cycle and bring hope to those 
who suffer and are in despair. Let us 
also use the conversations taking place 
now in the print in the papers and on 
the view of the television as an oppor-
tunity to speak out against any and all 
types of domestic abuse. Let’s raise the 
awareness of this silent and dev-
astating crime and bring about an end 
to all domestic violence. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF RANDOLPH D. 
MOSS TO BE UNITED STATES 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move 
to proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 853. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

the nomination of Randolph D. Moss, 
of Maryland, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the District of Colum-
bia. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. REID. I have a cloture motion 
that has been filed and is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of Randolph D. Moss, of Maryland, to be 
United States District Judge for the District 
of Columbia. 

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Patty Murray, Elizabeth 
Warren, Charles E. Schumer, Jack 
Reed, Christopher A. Coons, Dianne 
Feinstein, Angus S. King, Jr., Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Mazie K. Hirono, 
Richard Blumenthal, Amy Klobuchar, 
Christopher Murphy, Cory A. Booker, 
Martin Heinrich. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the mandatory 
quorum under rule XXII be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move 
to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF LEIGH MARTIN 
MAY TO BE UNITED STATES DIS-
TRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTH-
ERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move 
to proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 855. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

the nomination of Leigh Martin May, 
of Georgia, to be United States District 
Judge for the Northern District of 
Georgia. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 
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